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rulers ordered wholesale sacrifices.* But when the
first victim was placed upon the altar the horrified
priest discovered that he possessed neither heart nor
blood, while such a stench arose from the body that
a pestilence followed and destroyed tl 3usands.
Huemac was also attacked "by the Tlalocs or gods of
rain, and after he had begged them to spare him,
offering all his riches and rank in return, they de-
parted after threatening six years of plagues.
Droughts, floods, frosts, heat, toads and locusts fol-
lowed, until nine-tenths of the population were
destroyed.
By this time Huemac had reformed and tried to
establish his illegitimate son, AcxitI, upon the throne.
The Toltecs rebelled at this, but their leaders were
bribed and Acxitl ruled well for a time. But he had
inherited his father's character, so at last the people
again revolted, and, led by Huehuetzin, attacked the
city. The savage Chichimecs also beset the place and
settled near. At last a council of wise men met at
the sacred city of Teotihuacan. Here they were at-
tacked by a giant who appeared in various weird
forms, including that of a beautiful child, and who
slew most of the men, declaring that the gods were
disgusted and that all were doomed. Once again the
city was attacked by Huehuetzin and the Chichimecs,
until at last, after a three-year war, the survivors
were forced to seek refuge in the marshes of Lake
Tezcuco, and the empire came to an end.
Unquestionably, whether these legends refer to the
^ *This is astonishingly like what actually occurred in Panama when the pre-
historic Code civilization was destroyed by an eruption, and wholesale sacri-
fices of pottery and valuables, as well as human sacrifices, were made. (See
Chapter VI.)